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Vicar: Rev Alan Betts Tel: 01782 502166

alan@endonstlukes.org.uk www.endonstlukes.co.uk
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DREETUNION

Christian care for families
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CHRISTIAN AID GIVING 2000 - 2009
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For two weeks at the beginning of June, Lichfield Cathedral opens its doors to
schools throughout the Diocese. Most of the schools are church schools but
any schools can take up the offer to bring approx 20 pupils aged 10-11yrs on
one of the open days. Project is called “Open Door”. The children arrive at
10am and an act of worship takes place in the area in front of the High Altar.
On the day | was there one of the Canons welcomed the children. The children
then split up into groups, about a dozen in each group composed of children
from different schools. The chairs are removed from the centre aisle and tables
and chairs are set out for various crafts, to name a few, quilling, stain glass
windows, hand bell ringing, brass rubing, calligraphy, and tapestry. | was
helping Glenis with the tapestry group. They chose a bookmark design, copied
onto squared paper, and then copied that using coloured thread on to a piece of
canvas. You can imagine that we were kept busy helping to thread needles and
to start the work for them and of course help when things went wrong!
Sometime during the day the children were taken on a guided tour of the
cathedral, most of them had never been to the cathedral before. Most of our
group did finish their bookmarks and the few that hadn't took some extra thread
home and cardboard backing to finish them off there. We listened to the
handbell ringers before finishing with another act of worship before saying
goodbye. | thought that it was an excellent way of introducing the children to
the cathedral but what struck me most was the dedication of the helpers, some
of them had been helping for twenty years or more and some went everyday
during the fortnight! They are rather short of helpers as a number of older
people have retired at probably the age of eighty or older which is why | came to
be asked this year. | only went for the day but would like to go again next year.
If you feel that you would like to help another year | am sure you would be very
welcome.

As | write this our Flower Festival weekend is over but there

Is still chance to see most of the flowers if they have survived

during the warm weather this week, on Sunday June 28th

between 1pm -5pm, when the church will be open again

due to Bagnall Fete taking place. The church will be a

restful sanctuary. Pat Adams' two friends will be playing

the organ and other musical instruments as they have

done previously for the passed few years.
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